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Demand: 
The U.S. nuclear deterrent is in a state of flux. Nuclear modernization plans 
are on hold, the current administration is pushing for further weapon 
reductions, and even our NATO allies are reconsidering the status of their 
nuclear deterrents. Given these and other developments, NATO members 
are understandably concerned with a potential weakening of America’s 
“supreme guarantee” of extended deterrence. The question is what specific 
means can reassure NATO that the U.S. nuclear deterrent remains credible?    
 
Objective:  
The project will examine steps the United States can take to ensure the 
credibility of its security commitments to allies in Europe, as reductions in 




The report produced for the project will delineate the views of key NATO 
allies regarding issues that bear on the credibility of U.S. commitments. 
Where the analysis uncovers areas of allied concern, the report will provide 
options, nonmilitary as well as military, which national security decision 
makers might use to maintain or strengthen allied confidence.  The NIPP 
will produce commissioned essays and a monograph, that will briefed to 
relevant U.S. government agencies. 
 
